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To thoſe Inhabitants of 4/ford ant 
the adjacent Pariſhes, who atten 
upon my Miniſtry, | 


Beloved Chriſtians ; 


H E Dedication of theſe few Sheets of my Vindicati 
] u due to you; and it would be a Crime to prefix any 


ther Name or Names : Touare concerned with me in 
Matters here ſpoken to ; and your Concern 1s little te 
than that of my own ; yea upon ſome Accounts it is evid 
greater : Tou have alſo ſome knowledge of theſe things ; yea 
of you do know the truth of what I write , to your exceedi 
great grief and ſorrow. This Neighbourhood hath of a long ti 
een the Seat of many Anabaptiſts ; and the Stirs they bave ma 
bave not been ſmall ; witneſs that Diſputation held in the Pa 
Charch July 27. 1649. between Fiſher and ſeveral Miniſters; Þ 
fore ſome thouſands of Hearers (about three Thouſand, as t 
Printed Relation telleth us it was geeſe ) and a late one | 
tween them and my Predeceſſour ; and they have not come ſhort 
my time, having urged me to the ſame, though I have anſwe 
them only with contempt of their Challenge. 
The Refletion I made touching their troubling weak antl unſi 
Ble Souls, and their Praftices of this kind, are Matters well 
to many of you : Every Day diſcovers how reſtleſs they are 
turn ſome cr other of you away from the Faith you profeſs, « 
to make you renounce your firſt Baptiſm. Tpon theſe Accoan 
Judge it a part of my Miniſtry, wbich I have received int 
Lord, to watch over you, and to preſerve you from thoſe Serluc 
and if I ſhould not take all cccafrons to - warn, to exhort, and 
| ſtr, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


raft you, 1 am afraid I ſhould not fulfil the ſame. Beware of 
therefore, and be not terrified and diſmay'd at their bold 

d deſperate Speeches, cavilling at, and condemning Infant- Bap- 
iſm as a new Doftrine, a Scriptureleſs thing, as Antichriſtian ; 
phich yet was praitiſed many hundred of Tears before the Name 
f Anabaptiſts, or Baptiſts (being taken for a Society of - Peo> 
le oppoſing Infant Baptiſm) was ever known in the World, and 
png before the Man of Sin was ever.revealed. But why ſhould 
ou be afraid to have your Children baptized, when Chris? ſhewed 
is Love to thoſe Lambs, by taking them in his Arms and 
leſſing them ; and the Holy Ghoft makes no difference be- 
een them and the oldeft Diſciples, calling them Holy, 
nd ſaying, the Promiſes equally belong to them ; and God 
o where in all his Word forbids you to dedicate them in 
Baptiſm, or refuſeth them? Let them ſhew you that Scrip- 
e, if they can, which forbids Children to be baptized. 
hat, hath God leſs love for your Children than for thoſe 
his old People the Jews 2 Is his Mercy clean gone from our 
hildren ? Is he not the God of the Chriftians alſo 2 Tes we- 
ly the ſame God in Covenant ; for he is a God keeping Cove- 
ant and Mercy with his People ; whoſe People we are if we be- 
eve on Feſus Chrift his Sox ; and we are Children of Abra- 
um, to whom Circumciſion was given as a Seal of the Covenant 
od made with him and his Seed; to which Baptiſm now anſwers 3 
hrift changing the two old Sacraments,Circumcifion and the Paſſo- 
r, into Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, the Subjets of them 
ho were to receive Spiritual Benefit and Priviledge thereby 
wing ſtill the ſame. Many things I know they have written to 
U/prove this ; but T ſeriouſly profeſs, that their Diſtinftions and 
b diſtinftions about Circumciſion being a Seal to Abraham, and 

pt to his Seed ; the two Covenants God made with him, &c. 
re ſo handled by them in ſome of their Books ſcattered among us, 
bat Ican hardly underſtand them,and wonder how they could render 
web plain Matters ſo intricate. ' But until they can ſhew you 
p God makes a difference between Children under the Law and 
the 


.of a Sacrament wholly upon the quantity of Water, as thaogh tl 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.' | 
the Goſpel, taking theirs in, and leaving ours out,” wid yo! 
keep your Children back from the” priviledge of ſi hea a 
crament, or ſeek a new Baptiſm for your ſelves > As \ for 't 
point of Dipping, can- you, dare you lay the fireſs of the Eft 


application of more, or in another way than Sprinkling, or "pour ing 
could profit you ſo exceedingly 2 Or, muſt you needs be adult, an 
profeſs your Faith, as though the Vertue of the Sacrament dt, 
wholly confiſt in what you do, and nothing in the Grace of «God 
Cannot God bleſs his own Ordinance to Infants > Beware, I be 
fſeech you, leaſt you ſhould provoke Goa, by limiting him after thi 
manner, and ſcandalize your Brethren, and all the Refo 
Churches of Chrift, even the pureſt of them (as that of the Wa 
denſes, now commonly called Vaudois, who were never tainte 
with any Corruption of Antichrift, but certainly the moſt pu 
and Apoſtolical in the World) who baptize Infants, and general 
apply the Element of Baptiſm ſome other way than by dippini 
as by pouring it on, ſprinkling, &c. But, I pray, what do y 
fee in theſe Men that you ſhould think the Word of God came o 
ly to them 2 What Power and Demonſtration of the Spirit is the 
in their Preaching 2 What Holineſs and Exemplarineſs in th 
Lives more than others, to convince you that they are the Peop 
of Ged above others? I do not go about to ſet you again#t their Pe 
ſons, or Societies, and therefore ſay nothing that may tend to the 
Reproach, but I am ſhewing you how wain it is to believe eve 
Word they ſay, to prevent your being inſnared by their confide 
boaſting of things they are never able to prove. Let me ſpeak 
ſome of. you in the Words of the Apoſtle ; Be no mofe Ch ldre 
toſled to and fro, and carried abour with every wind of Do@tri 
by the ſlight of Men, and cunning craſtineſs, whereby the 
lie in wait to deceive : And I do earneſily exhort you all, to 4 
tend to that Goſpel Precept, If it be poſſible, as much as li: th 
you, live peaceably with all Men ; /ive peaceably even wi 
theſe Men ; as they are Neighbours [ive in love ; let not the 
Queitions and Strivings about Matters of this or any other nat 
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tter your Spirits, and provoke to ſperk wnadviſedly, 
b lefs up $45 of awy Micbehuiour in Toar Fran * 
er pity then, and pro for them: They are their own Enemies- 
ways, eſpecially their Childrens, whom they debarr of ma- 
lefſed Priviledges ; therefore pr ns them, and be at peace 
ith them : The ſtrange Droifions of the Land "of our Nativity 
is a ſorrowful Conſideration to all that fear God, and are by no 
rans unneceſſarily to be widened : T conld upon this account be 
wtent moſt gladly to be filent ; but my own defence, and your ſe- 
ity, will excuſe my Undertaking : Biit truly T had rather ap- 
ar _ you in the Palpit than in Print ; and had rather ſpeak 
Words to Edificat ion than ten thouſand in a way of _ 
ontroverfie. As for you, my Brethren, believe the Promiſes, ob- 
erve the Inſtitutions, and obey the Words and Commandments of 
Lord Feſas Chrift, and keep your ſebves pure, that none may 
able to ſpeak evil of you, or to reproach your good Comverſati- 
; this will give you Peace, and end in your everlaſting Happi- 
e&/s. For this I makemy Prayers to God for you ; as alſo that 
xe would ftabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you ; hoping to approve my ſelf 
faithful Minifter of Chrift unto you in all things, defiring and 
deavouring your eternal Sabvation, as T am L 


Your Friend and Servant 


in the Work of the Miniſtry, 


—b+ Suey, THOMAS FAMES. 
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VINDICATION. &: 


N May 21. I received a Letter with a printed Book incle 
led, being entituled, A Reply to rhat part of Spira's Deſ 
Revived, in which the Baptifts in general are concerned ; 
wore eſpecially thoſe at Aſhtord is Kent. &c. Upon read 
ing of che ſame, I find ic ſuch as may, if unanſwer'd, turn to m 
great Diſgrace and Contempt ; yea, and not only fo, but it may &t 
2 means to invalidate chat Evidence which I have brought in th 
Spira revived for the Truths of the bleſſed Goſpel, witnefling again 
the Atheiſtical Principles of this Age : And yet further, this i} 
Reply (for ſo it ſhallquickly be dete&ed) is dedicated to the Honor 
rable Lord H#horton, —_ Patronage from fo great and wo 
a Perſon, and ſo abuſing his Name. Theſe things have ſuc 
weight with them, beſides what elſe I ſhall offer coward the Conchy 
ſiop, that chough ſome are for my filence altogether (it b:ing hare 
ly worth while to anſwer ſuch ignorant and clamorous P 
ſans, my own integrity, through the Grace of God, being we 
known, and no ways obnoxious to their Slanders, being not likel 
I mean, to ſuffer any dimutionin my Credit and Reputation he 
upon) yet I cannot forbear, being fo nearly concerned, and eſpe 
ally for the Truth's ſake, to write a few Lines, and publiſh a ſhore A 
(wer in order to fo juſt and neceflary a Vindication. Now,that I ma 
not be tedious, being indeed under a Temptation thereto, wricing in 
juſt a Cauſe, in defence of the Truth and my Credit, which are e: 
poſed in a ſhameful manner by that Reply, I will confine my Pea wit 
in theſe narrow Bounds, to write but of three things ; one conce 
ing the Perſon who makes the Reply, and the manner of it-; « 
next concerning the Charge which is brought againſt what I fe 
merly publiſhed in chat Spurs, lo far as it reſpeted the Anabap iſt 
which conſifts of ewo parts 5 one concerning the po 
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| (2) 
Jiſtrated Man, R. 44. and his tragical end ; which gave me occaſi” ' 
pn co refl«& on the daakexfs, as thoſe that did him ſome wrongs 
Croubling him with their Notions about the neceflity of Rebap- 
}'Zition (or being Dipped) which prov'd injurious to him in his 
weakneſs and ſtrange confuſion of Mind: The other concerning what I 
Have written of their praQtiſing the Itkeupon many others in much like 
ſes, troubling the weak and unſetled Chriſtians, eagerly u:ging 
hem tobe dipr, and, as I ſaid, making it a Salve for every Sore, In 
oing this I will conſider the moſt material Paſlages in that Piece, 
Yaying open the Ignorance and Injuſtice of the Publiſher, the ſeve- 
ral Slanders, Falſhoods, and ſuch other things as make it appear to 
the World, that what I wrote of the Anabaprifs, fo far as | had 
knowledge of them, was true and ſincere ; and that their Reply is a 
Mere Slander, and bold and impudenet Denial and Contratidtion ; 
whereas they have nothing to objet in Truth and Sobriety. 
IFhe firſt thing which I conſider, and is very material, is the Perſon 
Wwhomakes the Reply, and goes about to lay grievous Matters to 
ay Charge, as though I had wickedly forged all I have written againſt: 
ihe Anabaptiſts. In the Concluſion (p. 23.) he writes thus of himſelf 
ind the Matter : Sir, 1 am @ Stranger to you, N. B. and to the whole 
atter, any otherwiſe than as I meet it in your Book (and ſome Friends 
bear you gives ſome Account) which bath loaded us with a greater weight 
than i fit to be born. Now lurely this is a ſtrange thing, and moſt un- 
lighteous, unjuft, and, it may be, unparalell'd, for a Perſon who 
wns himſelt a/perfe& Stranger to me (as indeed he was, and is) up- 
bn the reporting a Matter to him, to Write and -Print at this rate a- 
painſt me. What, @ Srranger to the whole Matter, and yet to Print at 
lhis confident rate, aſperiing, and ſlandring me for what I have 
written ; and yet he knows not but it may be all true; as iadeed'it 
, and will ba made appear ? But Mr. Well:, (for I think he that' is a 
Preacher, and 'is entruſted to Print on the behalf of his Brethren, may 
eſervethis Title ; though what he is, or his Quality or Calling I 
now not) was told what I had written was all falſe; and of this 
e Friends gave bim an account : What then, is Mr. Wells Pen be- 
ome Mercenary ? And will he be a Champion tor his Friends, right 
e wrong, though perchance he fight againſt the Truth 2 How isit 
herwife than ſo, ſeeing he knew not che contrary, never hear- 
ig but one fide 2? but ſurely Charity ſhould have believed betrer, and 
pped better of a Man of whom he knew nothing ; and 1 have rea- 
In to-think that no Crime was laid co my Charge by his Friends 
| (and 


(3) 
(and mine Adverſaries) ſaveonly, that I charged them thus and thus 
and I cannot elſe imagine how he comes to give me that honeſt Ti- 
tle of Worthy Sir. Strange, that he ſhould Print againſt me, and de- 
clare peremptorily to the World, that I was guiley of all che Evil he 
ſays of me, and not firſt vouchſafe to ſend a few Lines, and enqui 
whether I could make any defence for my felf, or had any thing to 
ſay before he pals'd Sentence, and openly condemn'd me: Whar, 
did he think I had nothing indeed to ſay, not one Word ; no Evi- 
dences to be produced, nor any Proofs of what I had alledged ? 
That good old Sentence, Audi alteram partem, which was ever e- 
ſteemed fo neceſſary a Rule in Judgment, is quite laid aſide, and 
not at all regarded ; it ſeems Mr. Fes never thought of it, and, 
to ſpeak the truth, I vehemently ſuſpe& he never knew it. Should 
a Judge ſentence a Man upon report only of his Accufers, never 
examining him, nor hearing what he had to ſay for himſelt, it-would, 
no doubr, be conſtrued the greateſt piece of Injuſtice and Cruelty : 
Such as that of King - the Firſt z who coming out of Scotland 
to Lendon to take the Crown of England, firſt diſcover'd his Diſpo- 
fition to Arbitrary Government, ſaith my Author at Newark ; for 
being told that one had cut a Purſe in Newark, the King, without 
any legal Procefs, or the defence of the Party, ſigned a Warrant 
to the Sheriff of Lincolyſhire to hang him, which was executed ac- 
cordingly : And this, ſaith he, was a Blot in the Scutcheon of 
King Fame: the Firſt, The Romans were fo juſt as never topur 
any Man to death in thismanner. This is-indeed againſt the ve- 
ry Light of Nature, to judge and condemn upon meer Reports, 
without hearing the ether fide. Not only Life, but a good Name 

are too precious to be caſt away at this rate. One would think 
that Mr. Hell's never wentto a Latin School, or was read in ſuch 

Authors, or how could he but have called co mind that Golden Sen 
rence of Seneca, Qui ftatuit altquid parte inandita alters, «/Equam li- 

cet ftatuerit, baud 2#quw fnerit * Had his Sentence been juſt, ye 

without hearing firſt what I had to ſay for my ſelf, it had been un 
juft from him. But ſtill they were ſome Friends gave him this Ac- 
count. Were his Friends therefore Infallible ? Could they not poſ- 
ſly mifinform him ? What an implicite Fairh was this? How juſt 

like the Proceedings of the Spamiſh Inquiſition ? The Tribunal e- 

rected de propaganda fide | wherein the Acculers are examined ini 

ſecret ; and the poor Priſoner is a Stranger to all that paſſeth, 
till they begin to chander againſt _ and proceed to torture 
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and Sentence, and Execation. But might riot theſe Men, my 
Accuſers to Mr. Wells, after ſo many Months running to and 
fro, and ſtirring in the matcer, at laſt give in ſome talſe Evi- 
dence ? I am ſure they did, and that notoriouſly, as 1 will eviace 
by and by; and I will perſwade my ſelf, having ſo much Cha- 
rity for kim , that Mr. Wells will own it. Had but che Letter he 
had ſent me with his Book, been ſent but ſome Months before, 
his pains and trouble might have been ſpared, and his Credie 
ſaved ; whereas now, he hath brought himſelf into a Snare, 
to gratifie his Friends, who impos'd upon his Credulity, fo that he 
Prints groſs Falſehoods, never ſeeking to clear the matters to 
himſelf, before he ſet Pen to Paper. How vain was ic for him 
to write thus to me in his private Letter 5 Worthy Sir , Its wery un- 
pleaſent to me to be troubleſome to any, but I cannot well a- 
void giving you the trouble of sheſe Lines. Alas ! the trouble of read- 
Ling a Letter is not much ; but ſurely ic would trouble any Chri- 
ſtian to be thus ſlandered in Print 5 eſpecially when writing a 
ſew Lines a litcle fooner, and taking that ſmall erouble, mighe 
have prevented ſo great Calumnies : What wasthis but to ſhoot ſe- 
retly at me, and alſo to wound me openly, and then to deſire 
me not to be troubled, becauſe he is ſo kind to tell me what he 
ath done ? Like thoſe rude Perſons, who cry, By your leave, Sir, 
when they have firſt ſhewed you ſome Incivilicy, or done a Man 
ome diskindneſs. But then he deſires me not to rake- unkindly 
what he hath Printed; for, ſaith he, 1 bawe been as tender of you 
os the matter will bear ; but if you ſuppoſe, me to be mittaken, aſ- 
ion wherein, and'l ſhall, God, willing, labour to give you ſatisfatti- 
”, &c. Great Tenderneſs indeed | and a wonderful Care not to 
prieve me with what was Printed : But wherein doth ic appear ? 
Reſolved, ic ſeems, he was, or his Friends rather (for he ſaith in his 
Reply, p./afft, He was ſure be did it unwillingly) or bath were lo re- 
olv'd and eager to expoſe me in Print. But what fatisfaRtion 
hall I now have ? Will Mr. Wells confeſs his Fault as publick- 
y, and declare himſelf in an Errour ? yea, that he hath wrong- 
ed an innocent Perſon, and a Stranger 2 That he hath traduced;me 
in a very ſhameful manner ? That he hath ated moſt unadvyiſed- 
y, Hand, over Head, as we ſay) and very Unchriſtianly , not 
ecking out the Truth, as: he ought, and eaſily might, before he 
daſt Sentence, and condemned me openly ? Truly, at the firſt 
f my Books coming forth, and the Noiſe and Speeche s of the 
Lina> 
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| His great end # to find out the Offenders, and rhat this is bis great 
; Enquiry, let him know that em he doth abuſe his Readers, and 
ſuggeſt Falſehoods in fo ſaying : For his very Title confutes him it 
'is this ? A brief Reply, 8c. wherein the unjuſt Charge of -Mr. Tho- 
{mas James ageinſt them (i, c. the Baptiſts) is removed : N. B. is remo- 
ed : Whac doth this imply, but that he hath clear'd the matter 
fully ? proved his Party innocent ; convincing me of Falſhood in 
jall I have written 35 making me a Slanderer, a Lyar, and what not ? 
|But more fully yet, aſter the Preface to the Reader, in the 
FTicdle again, 4 Brief Reply, &c. wherein be bath falſely charged them, 
IN. B. as will appear in the following Diſcourſe. I pray in what Page or 
Line is this Appearance found ? Where are the Proots ? Is there 
any thing ſhewed, but anly confidently ſaid, and a gainſaying of 
Iwhat I had written ? Let impartial Readers judge it Mr. Wells's 
Book do not center in this, and all he brings be only a contra» 
Jiting the matters I publiſhed, and averring that I wrote not a 
ord of Truth, If his Title had run after this manner, (and he 
ad kept to it) A Challenge to Mr. ). to prove what be bath Printed 
paint the Anabaptiſts about Aſhford, it had been tolerable ; bur to 
Ik of making all appear, is like the reſt of his Piece. Thus 
> {tumbles in the "Threſhold, and that is very ominous for him 
or he falls werſe and worſe ever after (beginning with a very 
oul Lye, as I ſhall ſhew by and by, and ending with a Paſſage 
at overthrows all he writes.) Juſt ſo it is with* his dealing wich 
> Text of Scripture ; a Text in the very next place, which he 
ts before the main Work (I hope he handles his Texts to 
zore purpoſe before his Congregation,) Prov. 18. 17. He that s 
r/t in his own Cauſe, ſeemeth juſt; but his Neighbour cometh and ſearch- 
b.bim. A mighty ſearch! and becauſe my Neighbours gave him 
pme Account, very pat tothe caſe in hand no doubt : But for the 
ch, it Mr. Wells had come to Aſbford, he might have ſearched 
at ſomewhat, enough I am ſure to have ſtopp'd his hand ; but 
d ſearch this matter at London was ridiculous He ſearch'd, it 
ms, with his Friend's Eyes, and Ears; and fo he finds juſt as 
uch as they of the matter, (5. 6.) whatever they would have. 
That, .s ſtranger to the whole matter, and yet ſearch it out! For 
me, Adr. Wells write to be believed ; I thought hearing a Re- 
dre was not ſearching : Atthis rate' we may ſearch out many things 
theſe times of War, with a great deal of eaſe, what is done in 
ders, France, Spain, Turkey, and where not ? But if = truſt 
| Eports 
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Reports, you my be miſerably deceived, choagh the News be 
rold as confidently as your Friends could tell you this matter : 
One. cries Victory, and makes Bonfires, and ſings Te Deam ; and 
yet it may be comes off wich the. loſs: Another faith nothing 
was Gone; and it may be it was a great Action : I think when we 
ſearch to know the truth, we do more that hear what Parties 
in the Caſe lay, and intereſted Perſons ſay of ic: Not that I 
think ic is impoſſible to know the truch by one Party, and ex- 
amining Witneſſes on one fide ; but when Life or Credit are at 
Stake, it is highly unjuſt to go this way, to believe all that is 
faid, and then boldly tell the World in Print, I have ſearched our 
the whole matter, and he is a-Slanderer, &c. There is one thing 
further concerning Mr, Wells's Carriage, which | obſerve, and 
then diſmiſs this Head (ſc. ) how unchriſtianly, how uncharica» 
bly he carried it» Why ſhould he, being a ſtranger to me, and 
the whole matter, believe his Aſhford Friends againſt me alcoge- 
ther, when he ſaw my Deſign in writing chat lictle Piece was 
good ; and that wherein I refleted on their Carriage, it was: 
done fo candidly, as though I were unwilling to ſay what I ſaid 
out of a reſpe& to them ? Let the Reader conſider it, if I did noe 
write candidly, and expreſs'd the matter with moderation. The! 

are the Words I began the Refletion with ; "7s beſide my purpoſe 
to make RefletFi0ns upon Perſons of any Opinion or | Perſuaſion in Reli 
giow, beſides Atheifts, who are its avowed Enemies. The Anabap 
tiſts (or Baptiſts, as they rather chuſe 10 call themſelves) are Men 
whom I bear no ſuch Grudge, or Envy, as to bring up any evil R 
port wpon them, as a Calummy or unjuft  Accuſation : God forbid, t 
while I am writing for Chriſtianity, 1 ſhould att ſo contrary to one of it 
Principles, as to do thus : They are Chriſtians, and will, I doubt not, 
ſpouſe this Cauſe of our Lord with my ſelf 5 and there are ſome of t 
my worthy good Friends, pious, jadicious Perſons ; but this I muſt 
liſh #pon this ſad occaſion ; and 1 pray God the Guilty would confide 
it, &c; If this were not Courteous, Candid, Charitable, what is 2 
Yea, Mr. Wells doth own it ſometimes, though he forgets what | 
writ at other times ; for he calls it Flattery, and a meer Pretence 
p16, 17. which ſhews what he could not but think of it, that 
was very fair, only he judges my Heart, and a&s uncharirabl 
rendring me Evil for Good: For I ſerioufly proteſt, I wrote th 
out of good Will, and not fawningly. But becauſe this is « 
proper place, I cannot hut take notige of his Ignorance alſo, 
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| quarrelling, and thinking to faſten a Reproach upon me for pre- 
|| cending Chriſtian Friendſhip to the Anabaprifts, and ſtiling them 
my. pious and judicious Friends, and yet at the ſame time pub- 
bſhing ſuch matters againſt them ; his he obſerves, p. 16, 17. 
| once and again. Now this, I ſay, is groſs Ignorance in Mr. Wells, 
{ or worſe, that he could not, or would nor diſtinguiſh and ſee the 
| difference I made between ſome and others of the Anabaprifts, be-: 
; eween the Innocent and Guiley, and thoſe who were my Friends 
| and others. I faid plainly thus, They are Chriffians, &c. and then 
{I declare of fome of them thus 3 And there are ſome of them my. 
| Worthy goood Friend's, pious, and judicious Perſons then ; and I pray God 
L#be gailcy would conſider it : Now all this he jambles together, and 
| makes all the Anabaptits my worthy, pious, and judicious Friends; 
and then Wonders that I dealt ſo by them , as to accuſe them 
Lthus ; and i not thu tragical, faith he, to cut the Throat of your Friends 
| Reputstion ? But ſurely Mr. Wells is no Logician, or the 'meaneſt e- 
ver known, who cannot diſtinguiſh, nor perceive a difference in 
ffo plain a Caſe, not-to apprehend that ſome hath others for its op- 
polite 3 yea, that ſome imports a few out of many in ſuch Senten- 
ces as theſe : Bur whether he knew it or no, he hath hapned 
mpon an unlucky Fallacy in Logick (which is his natural Logick 
t ſeems, and I would not have him proud of i:) to compound 
phat ſhould be divided, co huddle all rogether, and fo co impoſe a 
zrong Senſe ; whereas it-is true "taken diſtin&tly and apart as it 
dught : And whatis more-common'than to ſpeak of a Multitude, 
nd not to mean-every individual of them; What will he think 
pf St. Paul when he affirmed that to be true of the Cretians, which 
dne of their own Poets had written of them : The Cretians are always 
yars, evil Beats, flow Bellies (Kgires ds \[iugu, ngrg. Wneia yaciges deyar. 
Epimenides) This Witneſs is true, ſaith he. What, every Man, Wo- 
an and Child in Crete Lyars, beaſtly, and flochful, Pagans and 
iftians too ? No lure, but it was witium gents, an Epidemical 
vil, a Fault they were too much guilty of : As if I "ſhould 
y, The Patriarchs were guilty of Poligamy,; yet not*all therefore, 
at T/acc, 8c: Bur what would Mr. Wells think at this -rate. of that 
ace were it is ſaid, the Diſciples had indignation at the 'Ointment pour- 
on Chriſt's Head? Would he condemn them | all for Fadas, of 
hom ic is wricten'? and calumniate the Holy Text, as Fe- 
tells-us' ſome did. in his Days (N:{cientes tropum. qui wcatur 
Moirndn, © quo ©. pro uno ome, & pro multi unus  appellari ſoleat) 
* os of NOT 
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not knowing it was a figurative Exprefſion. However, to ſatisfte 
him and his Friends, I will explain my ſelf, and declare my own 
Sznſe, though it be plain enough I called all of them Chriſtians, 
and ſome my Friends, and ſome guilty ; I count the Anabeprifts in 
general Chriſtians; but ſome tew of them I called my Friends, - pt- 
ous and judicious Perſons ; But I will affure him, troſe whoſe 
Practices I have known about Aſhford, and written againſt, I ac- 
count none of this fort ; and whoever acts in like. manner, as 
far as I have Knowledge thereof, ſhall for ever be diſcharged 
by me.of that Character, pious and judicious Bur ir is time to 
leave Mr. Wells himſelf. Come we now to the matcers of Fat: 
And here he urgeth wonderfully, ts aſſign the Perſon or Perſons guilty 
of what I charge the Baptilts with : Thus in. the Epiſtle Dedicato- 
ry, inthe Letter to me Printed before the Body of the Reply, 
and in the Reply it ſelf, at every turn he urgeth this ; and if I 
ſhould fail herein he commends it to my Lord Wharton to fee that 
publick ſatisfaction be given ; and ro my Church to take a Courle 
with me. But now, what if the Cafe do not require all this? 
what if it be not neceſſary or convenient ? What, muſt a Miai- 
ſter tell the Anabaprifts, and all the World, what every one in trou- 
ble diſcover'd to him? Muft he publiſh the Names of every 
one concerned ? It may be an Husband or Wife is concerned, Pa- 
rents and Children, Maſters and Servants, and the Circumſtan- 
ces are ſuch that it is no ways fit or meet to name or aflign Per, 
ſons ; poflibly it may breed Variance and Strife, and promote great 
Diſorders in Families, and in the Neighbourhood : Ic may be fomg 
Nabals are concerned, ſome Shimei's, who would trouble their own 
Houſes, and fill the Town with Raillery. May not a Miniſter] 
ſpare Names in ſuch a Caſe, but he muſt be cryed down for © 
that ſpreads Slanders ? But ic ſeems Mr. Wells and his Friends ca 
not what becomes of any Perſon, nor conſider what is meet and} 
fic, what miſchief they pull down upon others Heads, ſo they may# 
but ſalve their own Credit, as they would perſwade themſelves y 
Buc, I doubt not, the World will judge this an extravagance Re- 

queſt, to urge the Printing the Names of - private Perſons :| 
And indeed I cannot conceive what good it will do thole whoſ 
know nut theſe Parts, to read the Names of ſtrange Places and] 
Perſons, which will ſound as harfh as Greek and Hebrew per- 
chance ro Mr. Wells. As for thoſe of their own Party who did 
theſe evil things, I am ſealible they have cheir Evaſions to caſt off 
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the Reproach, (and it is likely they lie upon the catch) ſuch an 
one is none of them; ſuch an one they own not ; though it 
; may be a Teacher, or an old Anabaptif, Perions certainly dip- 
| Hee and Baptiſts, or nothing. But fo it is, many times they 
| ſhift the matter off thus ; and, as the Hiſtorian id of ſome Ene- 
; mies, Difficilizs eff invenire 912m wincere. But is not this crying out 
' for affigning Perions a mere Arrifice, to be fo - impatient of this 
' kind of proof, and fo long. a time lapsd fince the matter was 
! firſt publiſhed ; and fince many concerned to give their Teſtimo- 
; Ny are their own Friends * And who will doubt but that by this 
[time they are taught their Leflon, to ſpeak but ſparingly, not the 
| whole Truth, or fo fully as to prejudice their own Cauſe ? But I do 
| but ſhew how vain icis for Mr. #*/s tourge this affigning Perſons ; 
{ they need not encourage themſeives to hope to eſcape by this Scra- 
{ ragem : Proofs I have to produce ſufficient and abundant, and yet 
4 will be ſparing of Names, even of the moſt Criminal. 

Firſt, As for the Caſe of that poor melancholy Man, R. A. 
+who made that Tragical Exit. The Caſe, as far as I am con- 
E cerned, was this : One of the fame Name, and of his Kindred, 
6 defired me to go and viſit him upon the. account of his deplorable 
{ Condition ; and he importuned me not a little, uſing this as a ſpe- 
| cial Argument, That he was continually affaulted by the Ana- 
baptifts, who in this weakneſs of Body and Mind were like towork 
®their Will upon him. Upon this I went once (and never more) 
Yand my Carriage was as I Printed in "the Narrative of his Condi- 
®rion ; and in diſcourſing with me, he did declare himſelf in ſuch a 
7 manner, that I was :ſatisfied that the Opinion of the Anabaptifs 
) about Rebaprizaticn was a great trouble and vexation to him. Te 
His now ſeveral Years fince my being with him at that time (aboue 
E five Years fince, his Death was about four Years and an halt, and 
Nhis Trouble laſted about three quarters of a Year, as I have learnt 
Sfrom his Siſter, a Baptiſt, who lived all the time with him ;) and 
iſo I think no wiſe Man will expe& I ſhould be poſitive ,as to the 
Words of our Difcourſe ; truly my Memory is not fo happy ; 
ea, 1 am forry the matter is fo far gone from me ; for I am ſure 
"be ſpake ſo much as made that clear to me, which was a Motive 
"to carry me to him. (ſc.) that he was troubled about the Anabap- 
t:#s Doarine of Dipping ; and that his Infant Baptiſm was null ; 
and that he muſt be rebaptized. Now, what if I conld not find 
one Baprift had been with him ? Can ic be thought when _ 
| Silter 


* 


(14 ) | 
' Siſter who kept his Houſe was one of them, that in all "hi 
Trouble none came near him ? No, not when he had follow'd 
them Yormerly, and now in his Trouble.return'd to hear them 
again, . as Mr. Wells tells us, p. 15. and his own-Siſters owned to 
me. -Surely' what I learn'd from himſelf. was a thouſand Wit- 
'nefles to me, and what was clear enough by other Circumſtan- 
"ces. But ſte how it pleaſeth God to put them to ſhame,” and to 
'condemn them out of their own Mouth. One of their Teachers 
(one of the three who was with me upon the Account of . my 
Book, did own to us, that he waswith him the ſame Day, or the 
very next, after my being there, and that he dilcourſed with him 
of theſe matters, and that be wged Believers Baptiſm to him (mean- 
ing Dipping vpon Profeſſion of Faith.) "Now ſuppoſing -no mote 
Evidence could be produced ; yet upon this alone, how ſhame» 
ful was it for Mr. Wells to publiſh thus, p. 11. Fir#?, We obſerve,' 
that you were the only Man that wiſited, diſcourſed, and adviſed the 
"poor' Man in his deplorable Eftate ; and p: 11. Mr. James was the Man 
chiefly concerned with him in bis Hurry and Trouble of | Mind; 
but to the end he may not be thiught remiſs, and the beiter' to' ſee, 
clear, be finds out ſexe ro be mentioned, that, he ſays, did ſo much wrong. 
O ſhametul ! Wasever any matter turned fo fouly againſt anocher? 
What, when I was deſired to viſit him by one of his Kindred, pi- 
tying his Cordition'z when a Miniſter was' carried to viſit a poor 
diſturbed Man, muſt he therefore ſoffer in his Reputatidn; and; 
have the Odium of all caft 'upon. him-# Bur, alas! 'tis:too' plain 
for them, that he was wounded by the Anabapriſts; and I found 
him with an Arrow ſhot in, flicking faſt; and rormenting him 3} 
and to keep him in their Bonds, one of their Teachers, as' hims-} 
ſelf owned, *and jscertaity,” is with him the ſame Day: (for 1o't 
Woman, ' his © Baprrf- Siſter is poſitive, though 'he were-not) 'urgs! 
ing Believers Papriſm © whether he were there accidenrally: or nor;] 
or upon Ceſign, 1 know not z bur there he was; and'diſcourſed;f 
and adviſed him.” Yea, further, at another time, as. the Woe; 
man confeſſed to'me in_ preſence of a Gentleman who accoms} 
panied me to+ her Houſe, Fare 12. there was One. Fom— 
anothet "Tezcher 'amang them,” who: viſited i him, and had pri» 
vate Diſconite wich him about 'an hour «which , F=——;.ſaich} 
another Siſter, 'he was carried co hear preach, -andſhewed : {0 ; 
uneafineſs as he went, and, as fſie judged, the was Giilatisfied ; bu 

one of the Neighbours, a Papriſt and his Siſter,” f.&: found 
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( 19.) | 
ing along wich hicz 5 which Neighbour had beea at the Houſe, 
and, ſhe doubts not, brought him thicher ; and out of picy to him 
in his condition ſhe went alang with him alſo, and heard ho ſame 
Man. | Yet AM. Hel faith, We obſerve, that you were the only Man 
that wiſued, dijſcourſed, and adviſed this poor Alon in bis deplorable 
ate :; What will the World think of this ? What can they ? 
o begin his Reply thus, Firf, We obſerve: Truly, if you ob- 
ſerve at this rate, you may obſerve Firſt, Secondly, Thirdly, and 
nfinicely, even as far as you pleaſe, or can invent. But, Mr. 
Helis, did you obſerve this at Londow by your ſelf, or did your 
Aftferd Friends give you theſe InſtruQtions? If you did it = 
it was a wonderful Obſecyation indeed ; you had better Eyes 
Sian Zyncew, and more ſurely than Argw ; but if your Friends 
gave you this Inſtrution, it was ſo much the worle; For one 
of chem, (as another confeſt co me) whoſe Hand was to the Let- 
er to' get a Reply ſet forth, was ane who confeſt that he was 
with the Man in his Trouble, and diſcourſed, and adviled him : 
So then here are two of your Teachers found to be with him ; 
and whowill not think but there were others allo of your opinion 
in the ſpace of about nine Months of his illneſs ? But, again, I 
pray, dr. Wells, how was | converſant with him, as you write, p. 
14. when I never ſpake to him but that one time in my life ? Ne- 
ver but once-in his Company, ſo as to be able to diſcourſe with 
him ? I had thought, to be comverſort, had implied a Familiarity 
—yowr. rap, a Perſons Company ; io that this is no good Eng- 
Hiſe, and that is the beſt Interpretation of it, or I know not how 
£6 excuſe the ſame from a Falſhood. 
But1 begin to grow weary of tracing out theſe Slanders, and 
JIntroths ; I will take notice only of one thiog more (about the 
Caſe of this R: M:) and diſmiſs this Head : And really it is a fad 
thing, to conſider how theſe Men ſtrive and {tr and are 
eftic(s till chey entangle themſelves, and Write and Print at chat 
rate that doth ill become Chriſtians, whom 1 was willing, and de- 
fire yet to.own as ſuch, Pray, Reader, now obſerve what fol- 
lows in theſe Words, p. x5. Mr. James beftirs bimſe by, perſuade 
; that bu Infant Baptiſm was true Baptiſm, N. to go 
Town to board, and make wſe of « Phyſician of bis own way, 
to bear bim ; which was doye : But the poor Man weary, 
liking the means that was wied. And it ſeems, and 4: be told 
is Sifter, that they "were in a conſult what to dp nd” 
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day) end, unexyeed to them, be over-beard them ; and one ſaid, be 
was in love; and another ſaid, be bad not @ Dram of true Grace 
but be , hearing this, it made an addition to bis weak Jiburke2 
Heed, N. B. and get: away, and relates the matter to his Sifer, and. 
ſo. waxes worſe and worſe, till at laſt be ends bis Life. For my part, 
when LJread and conſider this I am amazed; fo many Lyes im 
one Story ! Such Falſhoods ſent forth fo bare-fac'd! If my Neigh- 
bours gave theſe Inſtructions to their Brother Wells, they are 
what 1 never took them to be if he Printed it of himfelf, ic 
is lictle better in him. Did I deſign a large Anſwer, here is a 
large Fiald for, it, and matter enough, for one of no great Parts ta 
work upon, to wind. and toſs, and for ever ſhame Mr. 
Wells, and all his Friends. who have aRed in this Buſineſs : Sure- 
by ſome body owed them an ill turn, and ſecretly wreught it 

is way. . But however it were, and though my Nei | 
ight deſerve moſt, yet I muſt keep to 24. Wells only ; and 
ernly. be bath diſcovered himſelf all along to. be an unaccoun- 
table Writer :: Once before, be ablerved that I was the only Man 
was with, R. 4, during his trouble of mind. ; this be ſaw, 
it ſeems, at Londen ; there be could tell who went in and out, 
and diſcourſed him; and. here he ſaw him at Board: at Af 
ford ; which. no. Creature in Aſbford ever. ſaw , no, not any of 
his Aneheptift Friends ; ſince 44r. Wells ſent out this. ſtrange. 
Relation, we hare ask'd: his Friends here, and they any eng | 
of the matter : When I diſcourſed; his Siſter, the Baprih, who: 
was his Houlſe- ,, ſhe only; ſaid, ſhe thinks he was one Night 
at Aſbford at his fins, R. 2M: (the Perſon who carried me o- 
ver. to viſit him) and her Son who went with him, will fay, 
he was : But the Family deny it, and all ſay it was no ſuch. 
thing, and ars certain he never lodged there one Night, he dined 
indeed: one Day there (as they. tell me) and went up into a 
Chamber, and, lay down. on a Bed to- refreſh him ; but never 
one Night in their Houſe. But ſuppoſe it, that he were one 
ao 5 ae 6 0s. uu 5p. Pipes Ay _— 
time,.. conſiſting of ſome Days at . getting away from 
Bags, Payeng v3 he rk _ CONngR mencin ky of. 
is Recovery 2 it: ſeems Mr. Hell; is at In-- 

wention, and. that' is. a.notable. part of an Orator.;; but iris juſt as 
his natural Logick I obſerved; before :. I dare fay, no of 
1 ever teach. him. co inyent after this manner : 4 
| C 2 rifoth, 
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Rotle, Citero, Quintilian, Wc world have been aſhamed* of it, 

hawgh they were Heathens : And though we may ſomerimes con- 
jceal Truth, and this we have Prefidents in Scripture for, yer 
[ether the Light of Nature, nor (i& written Word; will allow 
tus. to forge after this manner. "But who'niade” this Offcions Dye 
TI know. not, only this TF' obſerve, that'becauſe they would Print 


fore they have ler up all this Sail, and run themſelves a-gronnd. 
Mr. James b:firs bimfelf, faith he ; ſtrange, char one Viſit, and 
bar a "very ſhort one, ſhould be' a beſtirring a Man's ſelf, when 
it was byt a few Miles off, and the Man Tay {6 long in trouble; 


'or as oft as ſome of my Adverfaries take occaſion ro talk with 
thoſe they hope to bring over to'their Opinion. But what did 
perſuade him him to? Why, 7 go ro Town to beard : Juſt 
'as much as to'g» to London (or elſewhere) 'to- be dipt by 
' Mr. F/zIl; ; of whoſe Name, art that time,” T know not that I had 
ever heard : And,'how ſhould any know'that ' T'perſwaded him 
;to'ſach'a thing as this? My Friend'with nie, who heard all our 
Diſcourſe, is a perfe& Stranger to ic; and his Siſter declares, ſhe 
| heard nothing of all we ſaid. Bur now, leaſt | do them wrong, 
Pand give not the true ſenſe and meaning of the Words : and to 
tdo Mr. Fel's wrong, (though indeed ir would prove well for-hifm 
tf be had only written falſe "Engliſh, and miſtook in' the Senſe)! 
EI appeal to all Engliſhmen, and detire every Reader'to fay,'if this 
be not the true meaning of che Words, That I perſwaded the 


pHician of my own way, which was done (z. e. the Man touk 'my 
FCount!, and came to Aſhford to board) and'while ke was here, 
[ after ſometime (longer or ſhorter it matters'nor; ſofie be allow- 
Fed to be bur ſorie Days; fot ſo he' writes, of one Day) while they 
F were conſulting together ( ſurely he nieans the Phyficiari and my 
ſelf; for he mentioned no other before, and his 'Senſe' carries it 
Fchis way ) he heard them fay thus and rhus'; | and fo the gets 
Faway. Now if- I have given his Senſe right; arid undee-" 
and his Exghſþ.; which ſurely is eygn. f0," it "24r/ 'WAls. wire? 
intelhgibly; rhen here is a wild Romiange, and'a Tale told; and: 
a foul” pack of Lyes, and all ro make me*ridieufous!* .Bar'F 
would fain know, who of all Afford Town. can” fay;* that e- 
ver R. 24. was here at Board, during his Melanchbly ? What 
; Ana- 
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ſomewhat, "and had little to go upon (nothing in truth) thefe- ' 


that I 'might "have been there mary fores / of tithes for one," 


FMian (R. M) to go to Town to Board, and make uſerof 'a Phy-+ 
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Anabaptift can ſand forth, 'and help Af. Wells, or his Frientsj" 
out. ot this Mire ? In whoſe Houſe 'did' be board or lodge ® 
As for my own part, I proteſt Ido not'know, nor can I call 
tro mind that ever I ſaw that poor: Man but once at his own' 
Houſe ;, and.once or twice: While I was: in. the Palpit ': But 
that the Doctor and my ſelf ſhould ever diſcourſe of him thus; 
and he- near enough, to over-hear- us, is too: like ſome other 
Paſſages in the -Reply. Yea, if they would turn it upon his 
Couſin R. M. and his Wife, that they - ſaid fo, and talked fo 
fooliſhly (as 1 find they harp upon-ic ) yet that+ will not ſerve 
their turn ; forthey not only. deny it, but My. #1: hath' writcen 
and Printed it (as I think L-have ſhewed) quice otherwiſe. Well# 
n this wonderful Relation , he gravely proceeds : Now #4 
this be ſo, then all this ftirr to beſpatter the Baptilts, 5s' to clear your 
ſelf : But you are the more intangled, and are taken in the Snare you 
laid ; and 1 could wiſh there bad been no occaſion” to diſcover "it: 
Diſcover it ! A wonderful diſcovery indeed. I any perſwaded 
when this V indication comes forth, Mr. Wells will wiſh indeed! 
with. all his Heart, there had not one been Word written by hit; 
and that his Friends had been congue-tied when they told” him 
ſuch a Story. - Are theſe the Bonds and Fetters Mr. Wells 'ahe 
his Friends have - put: upon me? And do they think -to brivg 
me forth . and . expoſe me [thus to+ make ' chem Sport 2 Alas 4 
an. aseaſily break them as Sampſos did his Withs and Corts 
and 1 am. certain - they themſelves / have.-pold | down' an Hou 
upon their Heads. For ſhame let Adv. Wells write a Retra&ation 
though it be but far the ſake of this ſingle Story ; ant ſecing it 3 
reſolved, chat he or ſome other ſhall anſwer again, write what 
will, as one'of thera cold me (it. ſeems they ate 'greatly/in4o\ 
'with Printing; and are-proud of | appearing ſuch able Perſotis 
by. all means: ler them clear . this foul matter, 'butHert them caki 
care leaſt:their ſtirring too far make ic work. | 
But it is high time cocome to other things ; and that, in the laf 
ce, to anſwer the Accuſations brought againſt me, as thoug 
:had flandered the BapriFts, in repreſenting them as Perſons wt 
are induſtrious to make Proſelytes; and (in urging Dippihg; fo 4 
to make it a Salve for every Sore. *'Tis needleſs to ſet down thi 
Reply made to this Charge ; and I am really afraid I ſhall tire m{ 
Reader in leading him up and down after Mr. I#*{rs defence V 
bis Friends and Party : Though for brevity I repeat not his Wore 
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ret I will do him no wrong (if. I ſhould ie would appear, and:not 
jbe to my advantage 3) but:I propound*: the Caſle- plainly, and afi- 
ſwer it home. Theſe are the things then he quarrels with me for,ha- 
ving refleted on the Anabeprifts as induſtrious to make Profelytes ; 
and urging Dipping, as. though. all Religion did- conſiſt in going} 
down intothe Water; and; in ſhort, he challenges. me toaflign the 
uiley, or elſe, he ſaith, pe 21. It muſt be concluded, you cannot ? 
and then in what a ſhameful Caſe will you appear ? Now, as to my 
aligning the Criminals, I have already ſaid a little in anſwerthere- 
oz It is not always fit and meet, nor is it material : Cui bone ? 
o what .gaod' would it be? I have named ſome te their. Teachers, 
ad inſtead of taking a courſe with them; they thought to take a, 
zourſe with. me, and/promiſed' one Mr. Fel: to- print againitme 
(for juſtifying my Charge, andto ell the World confidently all-was 
Slander. Whatſhould I name- any Perſons to the World; when 
iey, have been: named: publickly. enough, andithey take no. no- 
ice, ( not at leaſt to be openly known. of)) but ſhut cheir Eyes; 
nd ſtop their Ears, and run upon me, and cry out, That I will 
zive no Proofs, or- Satisfaction? Þ appeal to thoſe few preſenc at 
that time, when they. attended me. (to-uſe Mr. Well/s.own Words, 
9.) after the. publiſhing my. Book, T-appeal,; I ſay, to the Conſcien- 
zes; of their Three Teachers, whether I did not name ſeveral guil- 
wy of the things I laid to their. Charge. But to clear all at once, and 
a/ſacisfie their —_—_—_— (fo far. as is: any ways meet and 
) of afligning Perſons, both thoſe who were troubled: and al-- 
noſt diſtrated by the AnebaprifFs. urging ic upon them to be 
dipp'd, as ever they hoped to go to Heaven, and be ſaved; 
ad, thoſe: who did: trouble them, laying this mighty ſtreſs up- 
a Dipping, I ſay, to put an end to all, that I may 
Dy, ſole. and ſhew how able I am every way to. vindica 
ny ſelf from: the foul Slanders caſt on'me, and: cto make 
ny Charge to a tittle;. let Ar. Wells know that I 
ave ſeveral tions of Perſons. by me , which fully prove 
he matter in Hand, ſubſcribed freely, and which will be readi- 
zatteſted, and ſolemnly, upon4uſt occaſion. Behold one in- Form, 
Ebaye.ic byme with ſo me.others. 
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Witneſs my Hand, 
N. N. 


But, RR —_—_— _ lay open the Praiſes of the 

—__ 5 (about us) and reveal w —_— 
ſtians have told me, wich great bitterneſs of $ how 

burthenſome their very Life was to them by re "of their 
importunate Sollicitations to _ them to'be dippes; and'their 
Deſperate Speeches ſtriking an Horrour-into their , vexing 
their Souls continually , it would, I doubr, bp very "ſtrange 
to many Readers : But ſo it is in truth; and yer, forſooth, theſe 
Perſons would fain be counted innocent, and cry out of the 
wrong I have done them. One inftance IT cannot but pro- 
duce , and-that a little largely, ic 'being ſo material; and Za am 
glad (as the Cale is) to EY UNOIEIOR let the World 
know it, and judge 
ſprinkled here and Sz a little of the point of Controverſie, 
and his of ord Friends make advantage of his Reply (ſuch as 
it is) to ſcatter their Books. among 'vs {( and furely the like 
was never known : for to this Book of his they have tack'd a- 
nother (ſtitch'd them pang i o and more than 1o, at the 
end of his Reply there are 
them together ; And, as to the poiut of Baptiſm, we refer that to 
the fallewing Treatiſe, (ny written by another 
tuled, The Reaſen why, &&c. Good Mr. Wells, why 


— — my felf, + and fuch as could 
what was written 5 was civilly done, 
ble me with any more than your own ; 


ſeems I have nothing to do to anſwer any thing but your Reply ; 
(this -is a kindneſs. I. acknowledge ( I: ſay) becauſe Ar. Wells 
-hath ſcattered up. and down ſomewhat of Controverſie, I think 
*it. convenient-to, give a- touch or two to the ſame, to prevent 
& Miſtakes ..and. Error, .and to-ſend forth an Antidote for o- 
F <thers, as iwell.as a Vindication for my felf..+ The inſtance by 
which I take eccaſion to write this, was this: A Woman aged 
near Forty Years came to me to be baptized : Upon inſtrucing 
{ her inthe Principles of Chriſtian Religion, and her anſwering to 
ſuch Queſtions about the ſame, as ſeemed to me neceſlary , 
(firſt havibg conſulted the Practice of other Churches in like 
Caſes ) and profeſfling her Faith and Repencance, I baptiz:d her 
on a Lord's Day in the Evening before the Communicants : 
Now, quickly 'upon her bzing fo. baptizzd ,-' the matter being 
noiſed- abroad , ſhe was ſet upon by the AI; even as [ 
have repreſented the too common Practice of fome of. them ; 
and one of them in their Communion (which they cannot' dif- 
, @wn)!,did' exceedingly perplex this poor Woman with Que- 
Cions: and- Cavillings , asking her - what Faith ſhe had in what 
was done ;+ and ſpeaking againſt it' as no Baptiſm , ſeeing ſhe 
was' not dipped : This really diſturbed her, fo: that ſhe lamented 
i to me z-not that ſhe was unſetled, - or- believed them, but be- 
cauſe ;they followed her' with ſuch . Diſcourles; {giving- her- no 
reſt : Yea, at the very time of writing this (which -is riow- about 
ewo.'Years fince. her being /{o baptized) the Deſfign-is carried 'on 
very. buſily. to: proſelite her : / She. declares to me, how ſhe is con- 
tinually diſquieted by chat' Party ; ſhe-naw cells it me with Tears, 
that ſhe is wearied by them; and: hath deſired them to let her 
veſt, beingiwell ſatisfied: in her: Baptiſm. Bur that which is: yet 
more .con(iderable, is this : Ar the time when thoſe three Teach- 
ers, were wich' me about :about” my - Book; among others whom 
they preſs d 'me ito. name, and inſtance in, I named this Wo- 
many. and-repreſented'.che Evil. of this: Practice, in going a: 
bout thus 'to diſquiet a -poor weak Woman, who was | bap- 
# tized fo authencickly (as one would think'atl Chriftians-ſhoatd 
allowi) being an': adult Perſon, having :profek'd her Faith and 
Repentance -before-the; Adminiſtration of the Sacrament. Here- 
upon:one of them bad-the confidence to tell me, it: was indeed 
no. Baptiſm.. Modtſtroiis Doctrine !! What will become: of Chri- 
tians at this.rate 2 and what. hope'cah Millions: have, to-whom 
£17185 it 
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it hath been applied in any other way than that of the Bopti/Fs 
What, can a Mode deftroy the Eſſence of the Ordinance ? anc 
ſhall the Application of Water in a leſs quantity render it altoge 
ther ineffefnal, and deſtroy its end and efficacy ? When the 
Name of the true God , Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, i 
put upon the Perſon ; and the true Element of Water is uſed 
and the principal end of its application ſignified, which is waſh 
ing the Soul with Chriſt's Blood, and purifying it by the ble 
ſed Spiric - and all is done by a Miniſter ordained to that Of 
fice : Is not this Baptiſm ? O, but ſhe was not dipped; and tha 
is Baptiſm, and that only. Poor, ignorant, confident Men, thu 
to cavil ! The Word Bemrils, cholen by Chriſt, and the Hol) 
Ghoſt, doth ſignifie to waſh, as well as to dip; it ſignifies 
waſhing with Water, not only a total immerſion, bur a par 
tial 3 not only a Dipping , but other applications of Water t 
waſh : Yea, it is certain, that ſome of thoſe diverſe Waſhings unde 
the Law, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, Heb. 9g. 10. (which he cal: 
leth-Ber7:0p3;) were not total immerſions, but partial, of one 
of the Body, and another ; and even Sprinklings, as at the Cc 
ſecration of the Levites, Numb. 8. 5, 6,7. and at the cleanſing 
@ Leprous Perſon, Levit. 14. 7. ' From the Apoſtle I will lea 
the meaning of this Word, rather than from any Baprit. Bu 
Mr. #«l, with his Learning would teach us thus, p. 12. 
cannot be ignorant but that Baptiſo is to dip, and « allowed, 
oved to be ſo by the Lexicons, Diftionaries, and all approved A 
thors that are Orthodox ; ("Tis well he did not ſay only co Dip 
for then I know what he had ſaid,) and 't# rare to find a Scho 
ſo weak as not for to allow it. Truly 'tis rare to find a Baptif 
though he cannot read one Word of Greek, or underſtand 
tiw,'and yet not to talk and write of the Sznſe of Bamrils 
as though they had conſulted Lexicons, Dictionaries, and wh 
not ? Burt is not this a fine begging of the Queſtion * W 
ever denied Dipping to be Baptizing ? But Mr. #els's Friend 
at Aſbford might be aſhamed to ſay, thac no other application « 
Water is Baptizing ;- and that this Woman was not Bapriſee 
For, I pray, what learned Man ever rendred the Word Berndt 
only to Dip, excluſively co all other ſignifications ? I have no 
ſearch'd (as before-times) Lexicons and Dictionaries, and fir 
the Word rendred indeed .to Dip, but alſo ro Waſh, yea, ax 
to Sprinkle ; there comes in an *_ ltvo, abluo : And ſurely 
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em is a ſignificant Word, as well as Imprims : Every Tradeſman 
knows this. Indeed at the rate ſome Baprifts writ and repore the 
ords of the Learned, they would perſwade filly People all 
he learned Men were almoſt Anabaprifts; yea, and (awmwns 
ro) Self-condemned, being as they are in Opinion, though of 
contrary Practice. They make ſome fpeak a few Words, and 
ay Berrit@ is to Dip, to plunge in Water ; but then, as is were, 
top their Mouths, and cry hold 3 whereas good Men, might 
they go on, they would add, to Waſh, co pour on Water, to 
Sprinkle : And their Quotations are much of this kind, .v 
Heceicful, per ſalrum, and keeping back a material part, and 
making them to ſpeak very favourably for them; the very 
thing we are upon proves this, Mr. Wells faith, Zaptiſo is to Di 
bs Lexicons, &c. ſay , as though that were all,. and it is - 
Jeſs to make a Digreflion to ſhew it by their Quotations af Zeas- 
&by, Piſcater, Calvin, Poole, &c. But I would fain know, who 
tan prove our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf was Dipped, or Plua- 
Þed in his Baptiſm ; or chat any of thoſe Baptized ones ſpoken: of 
the New Teſtament, were fo Dipped or Phunged ? Net a 
ord that ever I yet read did prove, I ſay , foundly prove it : 
Probability is no proof of this Degree 3 Opinion is not Faith, 
JAn immerſion there might be, and yet not a total one ; or, it may 
be ſome other application, as by pouring on of Water. That 
Baptiſm was oft performed of- old by Dipping, I \ waged not ; 
wut that there were other ways, is certain al ray tet My, Wells 
tonſtrue theſe Words. Fimdere aquam, infundere, and ſometimes 
Javare; abluere, found oftentimes in the Writings of the Antients ; 
yea, and ſometimes 4ſpergere, for Baptizing # Alſo Jet him un- 
widdle, how they Baptized fome in Priſons, and in their Beds, 
wick of Feavours, in Sweats, &c: as Auguſtine tells us at large of a 
Friend of his? Ifthis were not done by ſome other way than 
zby Dipping the whole-Body, let Mr. #«lls dectare how that could 
Pe. Bur ſhall we call in queſtion at this day the Baptiſm of 
ll thoſe in former Ages who were not Dipp'd ? and ſtrike (6 
y Saints and Martyrs out'of the Roll af the Baptized, who 
re now in Heayen ? An horrible boldneſs to-{peak at this 
ate | But let them takg heed 5 for how, as I ſaid, can they 
prove our Lord himfelf was fo Dipped? I am ſure one anci- 
© Wricer was of another mind, (and ſurely he was not alone) 


7en Aurelixs Prudentixe,, who ſings thus of it (being a fa- 
mous 
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— OOIEED Por flouriſhing about thirteen hundred . Years 
ce. 


Perfundit fluvio paſtur Baptifta locuſffis. 


i 6. Faby the BaptiHt poured! ſome of the Water of the River on 
him 3 ous Bepry would teach- him to fay, Inmmergis fluvio, & 
but i {cems he knew better, or at leaſt thoughe otherwiſe : And 
Bernard (a later Writer by far, -and yet not. very late neither 
for he lived about five hundred Years ago ; and hath the He 
nour, if I miſtake nor, to be called by ſome, the laſt of che 
Fathers) hath chis notable Expreflion, Infandit aquam capits creat 
ris creatura- nobilior, & Des werticem mortalis dexira contrettat & 
contingit 3 i. 4. John che Baptiſt, that noble Creature, powred Wate 
on the Head of the Creator, and the Right Hand of a Man touched and 
handled the Head of Ged. | do not produce thele Teſtimonies, - as 
though F would maintain that our Lord Jeſus wasnot Dipped Þ 
to few the boldneſs of thoſe Perſons, who cavii at the 
Buptifm of: all ſuch as are not. plunged in- Water, and do, t 
crying: up Dipp'd:or Damn'd,: tronble: the weak, and drive them 
mtv" a: dangerons. Melancholy.  Yea,: whac if the Eunuch wer 
doww into” the Water, Ads $& 38. or Chriſt came up 
of the Water, Adatthi> 3. 16,: Adanks I. 10. (though by the wa 
ann ant 1% HharG+ is only, he: came-up- from'the Water, not on 
off t) What: doth this prove 2 Dipping a total immerfion 2 Surel 
they that ſay: this taay (ay! any thirig-- - But, now we are (pe 
ing of {ny I carfnor but take netice of- Mr.. #elr's 
fidence, toi call Infant Baptiſm a Secriptereleſs Notion; p. 14. and 
x3, 84. he ſaith; Sprinkling of Infants. is- a new Dodtrine, a Scris 
rureleſs thing, that « not to be- found from the beginning of Genelis : 
che end of the Revelations : What, .@ new Dodrine? Let the fame 
Calvin, be heard, whom I chuſe-to quore, becauſe I have ge 
him quoted/in their Books as one that wrote for their Opinion 
*Fis, ins. that Chapter,, which he calls! his Appendix ro the forme 
of Baptiſin, weinen on-parpoſe againſt che- Anobaprifts, as.the T 
de and che firſt Words declare: The Title this,  Padobaptiſmum cu 
Chrilti inftitutiene, '& figs natura optime . congruere (1. &.) Infar 
Baptiſm's agreemene wich | Chiriſt's Inſtitution, and- the nat 
of the Sign» The tirſt.Wordware- theſe, Quonicm aurerm hoc, {4 
cole phrenetics quidans Sparine' = Padobaptifmunt' graves amy. | 
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Ecchfia turbas, &e. (i. &) Whereas in this Age ſome phrenſical 
(or enthuſiaſtical) Perſons have raiſed great ſtirs in the Church a- 
bout Infant Baptiſm, and do not conls at this day to cauſe the 
ame 'Tumults, I cannot but ſubjoin this Appendix to reſtrain 
their Fury. Now the Paſſage I would quote out of this notable 
Chapter, is this: Quod autem apud ſimplicem wvulgum diſſeminaret, 
longam annorum ſeriem poſt Chriſti reſurreftionem preteriiſſe, quibus in- 
copnitus erat Padobaptiſmus ; in eo Fediſſume Mentiuntur : Siquidem 
nullus eff ſcriptor tam wetuſtus, qui non ejms originem ad Apoſtolorum 
eculum pro certo referat (1. e.) Whereasthey talk up and down among 
the filly people, that it was many Ages after Chriſt's Reſurre&ion 
before Infant Baptiſm was known, in that they tell a mof 5 1 
iLye ; foraſmuch as there is no Writer ſo ancient, who doth 
not for certain refer the Original thereof to the Apoſtles 
But why doth Mr. Wels tell us of Geneſis, and the Old Teſtament ? 
(Who thinks Baptiſm was the Sacrament then in uſe? But verily he 
hath laid -himſelf open by this unwary Expreſſion: For I can tell him 
df a multicude of Children Baptized within that time (and that 
by Sprinkling alſo, through the dropping of the Cloud and the 
daſhing of the Waters, as many Learned doubt not) and prove 
tout of Holy Scripture. Let him read x Coy. 10. 2. and ſee if the 
poſtle do not ſay, That all the Congregation of Iſrael which pafled 
hrough the Red-Sea, were baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and in 
be Sea ; the word is 4 Berrioerre; which I leave to Mr. Wells to in- 
erpret. Were there not many Children, thouſands of them, 
;hen the Men alone were above fix hundred thouſand ? Chil- 
iren of all Ages undoubtedly ? . Though Paul calls them all Fs- 
bers in the firſt+ Verſe, yet I ſuppoſe that muſt be taken in this 
ſe, that as the Children came to Age, they alſo were all Fa- 
thers in Jrael, their Fore-fathers : Yea, and this was typical in 
pme Senſe of our Sacrament of Baptiſm, as he ſheweth in the 
zext Verſes, that their drinking of the- Water of the Rock, was of 
Lord's Supper : But why is My. Wells fo over-confident ? Iris a 
angerous caſe, ſure, to declare againſt Infant Baptiſm at this 
te, as a new Dottrine, when Juſtin Martyr, Irene, Tertullian, 
igen, and thoſe Ancients who lived in the very next Age to the 
poſtles, ſpeak plainly of it, as a PraQtice in their Days, and 
Trite of it as n oother than Apoſtolical : Or why is he fo confi- 
?nt to call it a Scriptureleſs thing 5 When ſeveral Houſebolds are (aid 
Scripture tobe Baptized 5 and all the ſtrength of _ Ana- 
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baptiffs can never make it clear there were no Childret in them-2 
Bue ſurely if Families mighe be wichourt them, yet there muſt 
be Children in Nations, and they were to b2 made Diſciples and 
Baptized by Chriſt's Commiſſion to his Goſpel Miniſtry : Bute 
we do not « our ſtreſs on theſe things, and build only on Pro- 
babilicies. No, but we are ſure, that Infants are the Subjects of 
Baptiſm, becauſe they were of old of Circumciſion ; the Church 
of the Old and the New Teſtament being one, only the Seals of 
the Covenant altered ; waſhing being a more gentle way of ini- 
tiating, than cutting of the Fleſh : It we had not this Priviledgs 
under the Goſpel to have our Children viſibly entred and taken 
into God's Church, the Fews were really in a far better State than 
we, unleſs we will deſpiſe God's Sacraments and Ordinances, and 
care not whicthec our Children partake of them, or go without 
them ; Yea, 'tis certain, we are concerned in God's Covenant, 
which he made wich Abrabam and his Seed, as the Holy Ghoſt 
witneſſes in divers places, and have the ſame Spiritual Priviledges : 
Nifi forte arbitramur, Chrift um ſuo adventu Patris gratiam imminuiſſe 
aut decurtaſſe, quod execrabili bla is 1108 acat ; as faith Calvin 
in the former place ; (z. e.) unlels we think that Chriſt by his co- 
ming cut ſhort his Father's Love and Grace, which thought can- 
not be excuſed from Blaſphemy it ſelf. But where is the Re- 
peal of that Priviledge? Where is it ſaid, I did indeed receive 
their Children, but as for yours I will not be fo gracious to 
them ? Alas ! Chriſt declares quite the contrary : He ſhewed his 
Love to little Children both by Words and Adtions : And that 
good Shepherd who marked his Lambs of old as well as his Sheep 
would have them now waſhed alike in the Laver of Regenera» 
tion. But I muſt remember I write a Vindication, and it is not 
my work to meddle with the Queſtions in debate between us 
only I have touched at theſe things, being led to them by Afr. 
Wells, and to ſhew the Vanity and ſtrange Confidence of t 
Men in theſe matters ; it being that whereby they take the u 
wary and undiſcerning Souls. 

But I grow weary of writing ; and indeed this is the great 
chief 24. Wes hath done me ; he hath created me ſome Trouble, 
and many Thoughts, whereas my Hands are full enough - of 
Work, the Work of my Miniſtry ; not being ſo happy as many of 
them,to mind a Flock, and a Family,and a Trade allo, and ye fin 
time for Diſputing, Printing, and'what not, upon every little pre 
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tertee ? Wore it not that I were afraid leaft I ſhould betray the 
Trath, and the Sonls of ſome poor People, who, it may be, ex- 
ped this, as well as ftand in need of 'it, I could be very well 
content to be filent 3 but foraſmuch as I am ſet for a defence 
of the: Goſpel, I cannot let ſuch matters pals without taking 
lome pains, in a caſe where ſo many round me are ſo deeply 
concerned : Notſo much that I need to fear my ſelf as others ; 
I chink nothing hath befallen me, bur what hath happened to. 0- 
ther Miniſters of the Goſpel far above me. I did but couch 
them, and they have kicked againft me, and made a fad naile. 
Bur, thanks be to Gol), they have prevailed bur little bicherto, 
tr'choſe endeavours they have uſed ro make Profſelytes ; of which 
F hail reaſon ro complain, and did ferioufly warn them. In fix 
| Years I have loſt bur one of my Flock, and that a young Man, 
who was but a liccle while under my Care, and ſo ſuddenly gone, 
that F was ſcarce aware of it before his Departure : It was buc 
once T had opportunity to ſpeak to him before his being Dipped, 
and then he urrerly refuſed my Offer to: Diſcourſe with. choſe 
Anabaptifts int his prefence for tis ſake, who had perverted. kin ; 
nay, nor weuld he be brought'to read al licle Piece: I would have 
ptrento his Hands, but raſhly he would be Dipped, awd renounce 
his firft Baptifm : And who could have Roppett fo refolute a Per- 
for ® Mifguided Zzal did ſtrangely cranſport him,. and fince his 
Dipping he hath done me' ſome- wrong by miſrepreſenting ſore 
chings I had faid* of Baptiſm ; but © forgive hin Surely Ad; 
Wells hath loft his Wit (and* that is pity indeed, he thewetly ſ@ 
ltiedle all along) in that Expreflion, p. v9 Alas ! "tis ror be fr» 
poſed you bave loſt ſome of your' Diſeeles ( which) makes now jo 
preeviſh, pettiſh,” froward, and unkind'toy0ur Froends. No, Mr. Wells, 
not-ſome, but one; and my' pace is not thinred, but much ether- 
wiſe ; yea, rather than/faif, yeaur Friends (irſeems) have a ſtrong 
Feffre of doing me that” Honour - to: be my Hearers : One ot 
themiwho lived and dyed of yonr Communion, a zealons Perſon 
1. your way , hath ofc ſpoke to me and others of being; my 
zarer moſt ghadly, butrefrain'd left. it ſhould-give Offence : And 
mother; who ir feemy (as one of- your Teachers: told\me). had been 
mhclinedco your Opinforrmany Y ears, yet havingbeen my Hearar 
bt ſome time; after her being Dipp lamented-ic with Tears, chat 
fe nut leave ſhiek Preaching. © Traly in-4his Þ am become. a Fool; 
Ir gforyingy, but ye-have compelled ms. - 
Þ-p.78 ne 
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One thing more, and I condude : Whereas My. Well; makes 

a Challenge to diſpute with me , in his Reply, eſpecially in his 
private Letcer, I am afraid it be bue a ſpending time idly, t6 
atgue with that Man, who knows not how to put the 10hs 
fairly he would diſpute apon : His ſecond Offer is this, S2cond- 
ly, We are ready to try the Cauſe, whether Dippimg or Sprinkling be 
moſt ancient ? But what, I pray, would this comero ? Who ſpeiks 
againſt che Antiquity of Dipping ? But was ic a total immerſOh, 
a Dipping the whole Perfon, certainly, infallibly, without Gueffes, 
ConjeRures, and Probabilities? Yea, bur what if ſo? Tt Chriſt 
ive his Churches liberty to Baptize by pouring on Water, or os 
er Application (as the Word will bear, as Ms. Wells may fe itt 
Lexicons, if he can read and underſtand them) theft this 
Queſtion is meerly trifling. Dipping there mighe be in Chrift's 
time, yea, and that the beſt way of Baptizing, but yet not the er- 
ly neceſſary way ; not abſolutely ſo; it in caſe of Nec&fliey and 
Mercy Men might break the Cbbath, and be blamelefs 5 &f off ! 
the ſame Account they might eat the Paſſover on another Motith * 
and Day then God inſtituted it ; ſurely then, in caſe Dipping 
were uſed of old, yet it is nct of that abfolutenecefity as our Bap- 
tifts pretend, but in Caſe of Weakneſs, &c. may be diſpenc'd with z 
and where we have our Liberty, why ſhould we not make uſe of 
it 2 Buttchen his fourth Afſertion is more frivolous : Fourthly, 
We are ready to prove, That Dipping is Baptiz.ing, and that it # accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Inſtitution. This indeed will require no great proof, 
and My. Wells may manage it, no doubt ; but che Queſtion is, 
whether a total immerſion, Dipping all the Body, be theonly Bap- 
eiſm of Chriſt, and nothing lels, nothing elſe ; whither it be ex- 
cluſive of any other Application of Water; and this we deny ; 
- Jet who can prove it. Oaly the third Queſtion is of any Moment, 
Thirdly, Whether the Sprinkling of Infants be the Baptiſm of Chriſt ? 
this he roundly denies ; and this comprehends both the Subjet 
and manner of Application of the Water ; fo that-it is all in one, 
and muſt be divided to be rightly handled. But1 think ic will not 
be worth while to diſpute with A4r. Wells, of whom I do not 
knaw, nor doth he make it appear, that he hath the leaſt Learning 
that might be a means to keep him in Order, and repreſs Cla- 
morouſneſs and Confidence. But if Mr. Wells have ſo much lei- 
ſure, and his Zeal be ſogreat as to bring him to Aſbford, and my 
Circumſtances fairly permit it, I willnot ſay but I may meet him 


(26) 
upon this Score ; I do not think to hide my Head, but to give 
him an Anſwer : But ſtill I muſt profeſs, I am yet afraid of this, 
and cannot but perſwade my ſelf, that if ic ſhould come to a Tryal, 
Ar. Wells would argue much after the ſame manner he writes (3. 6.) 
poorly, and foully ; not handſomly nor honeſtly, being over-con- 
fident of what he, hath no ground for ; and ſo he would create a- 
+ of trouble tome, and perplex the matter he takes in 


Upon the whole, I do forgive Mr. Wells the wrong he hath 
done me, only defiring him, not to a& fo raſhly for the future, 
judging ina Cauſe,and condemning a Perſon he is wholly a ſtranger 
to. Asfor my Neighbours, who ſtirred him up, and were fo eager 
| for ſome body to Print againſt me, and gave Tach falſe Witneſs, T 
+ freely forgive them alſo ; only deſiring them to mind their own 
? Buſineſs andto be quiet ; above all, to beware how they be con- 
| cerned in Printing, leaſt they prejudice their own Cauſe, gnd 
bring Shame and Diſgrace upon themſelves and their Brethren 
| allo. 


POST-SCRIPT. 


"7 Onfidering whom 1 have to deal with, and, for whoſe ſake, 
—_— eras: manner, I do write, in all . likelyhoad:I have 
\ been.ſo ſhore, that I have been, too. obſcure-., It may. be 
ſome through.ignorance may think Mr. Hef's Reply is nor fully 
anſwered ; and others through a deſign may pretend and boali 
the ſame, aſſerting, That many conſiderable Paſſages in his Book 
are paſsd over in a deep filence ; And this they may. falfly inter- 
prer, as though I purpoſely let them alone, not being willing to 
take notice of them, becauſe not able to anſwer them. :; There- 
fore, to. prevent and remedy all this, take an Anſwer, but very 
ſhort, to. thoſe places hicherto omitted in the former. Vindica- 
tion (which I was willing to make one continued Diſcourſe) an 
Anſwer juſt enough to ſerve the turn ; and in this I will follow 
my Opponent, and anſwer orderly. - eb re I 
In the Epiftle to the Reader (near the end) there. is. a very, Save 
caſtical Pallage, refleting upon che P. e:byterians, in genera! :; But 
though it be hard, yet being nothing to our purpoſe, only a piece-of 
Raillery, which it would be eafie, but unchriſtian, to retaliate, les 
it paſs ; only I am forry that Mr. W4lls, who (as it ſeems by his 
private Letter tome). is an 9/4 an, and who in his Reply 
a greatdeſire. of Moderation, ſhould make ſach « Bl. ig. the be- 
ginning. ' - 


In the beginning of the Letter to me. MHortby Sir,  hateve 
your Ends and Aims were in {etting  ferth thoſe Tragical mbancesj 
your Book; we camut hut take natiee,, that of "20ur. matte! 


weak mſipid People, and y6.crafiy and anduſtrions . CEP, HER} 58.4 
(pair, 10,make A PANE 1 os, 9 10 10 Dog ron bh 
tb & 219996 27944 ogncl %*% 6 Y, + 750 46 2an0392% fir 
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Ar. James was the Man chiefly capcerped with him (1. &. 
is bis arr pa paaih 1 the he to the end be way nat be rhaz 
remiſs, and the better to ſeem char ar, he mo out ſarne to be nyeutiqnes- 
that be ſays did fs wangh wrong, And 
Ul Suecel. 

Ro 
and r 


ing wy _— ; — y” 
to hint a which & 
apy Reader "(ve 9, 
her his 


AM. to viſit = and to obriar (what could) i dof of fe 


Setetten? Or what na huct, 1 SALA in MY _ 


hearken to m ay threaten 
Mr. ah es Byte ?) _—_ ſo far from jo 


red berokes a h 

Secondly, . To do 
Mn way to heave Peace. 

Av. James dab peter 
he hear or ſee this done, 


as 


hear, though 


| ever ſo: andThave proved t(4 poferiori) in the former Vindica- 
tion, *chat chere' were ſome who did aft thus, adviſing him about 
; [Dipping as the 'way'to Peace (for ſurely they id" ir not to trou- 
* ble hims as 1 cold RL. when he owned his diſcburfing with him, 
] and adviſing him upon that Head.) BL 
* | But that Dipping ſhould 'be & ntw Do#riye © I your effeem , ſbems 
F ffrange to ws, 'or that any that pretends 10 be @ Miniſter of the Goſpel (and 
eſpecially a Scholar) ſhoald ſo affirm. 
* © The Dipping thole already Baptized (or if you will, ſuch as 
b -were Baptized in Infancy) is indeed a+ new Dodrine, and that 
4s the Caſe before vs. Which of the Ancients did ever do this ? 
Who ever pleaded for it till of yeſterday ? Of very late Years ? 
! 'Ler this be ſhewed by any of 'the' Baptifts. Though Dipping be a 
| Baprizing, yer Dipping thoſe already Baptized (chongh bur in'In- 
fancy, or by pouring on of Water) is a new Do&rine. Where 
'- was this bes cd in Primitive*times ? In' what Volume'do we 
y read it?” Indeed one or ewo (and T never ſaw more 'quotred) were 
[again 'Baptizing in” Infancy (bur! fot other Reaſons than'our 
Baptiſts) fome'even deferring it to 4 Death-bed ; but not one that 
!'T have met with did declare, that if. a Child were Baptizedit was 
| orhing, andthe Perſon-muft be rebatized, when aduk profefling 


F. ( v )) 


s 


entance. '- © © 


\Fait Repenc; Wo QATD.1 | | 
i pode 3 ———_ a et ' bus * weak di- 
Bir br4 Head, sf" be” Wei binw"to belitur'bir' ntw Dorine of Sprink- 
'* [0 k- or p bar bis Infant Baptiſm would yield bim any ſpiritual Pro- 
we - yr Comfort.” Am TI | 

"if It was not :my Work to. preſs him thus, only I told him, it 
*Was no'tinte now to think' of new Baptiſm, - and being Dipped : 
I applied” other Remedies 'than' ' Mr: els ſuggeſts 3 tut 1 
| vtghe” it proper Cas" the Caſe ſtood )"'ro ſhew- him that it 
was no ways + neceſiaty to have his Thoughts | working 
at © this time about Dipping, but to reſt where'' he was 
o _— point, and to call upon God, and reſiſt the De- 
Vil, (fc. _. = | | 
& Bit wa} this ob ſuitable to bit Malady; to'infirath him, and 
I bith blicoe bk * Infant 'Bopriſm ws comfortable avid profitable "to 
p 5: SUDUT- TEST 2131 4). WOA NIGHUDID DONE 42653 03 VAEW £ 
Y Tptay how *doth' Mr: dk know that I'did/thus ? What''tri- 
t ling is it to' Wrice and Print at this fate 7 4s this a Reply 7 To 
Whoth;'of What 2 Tf 4s had matter enoagh- eo--wrice, _ 
oY. al an Wo 


GLLP) 
he wonld have ſpated ſuch Paſſages.'-- Juſt before” he! aid, be 
pre/id kim, and in the next Page, if be alledged ths; but here 
rakes ir for granted, that I took this: Courſe, and then: ſaith, 
But was this ſolid, &c. Thus © My: Welk: isrof and on; and.know 
not what to\ write + But then he goes on--boldly on-this -Prefun 
ption, ' adding within a few Lines, © : 63 26 bone 

And thus be was hurried mm bus Mind, and ſuffered (it is probable) 

a little by that blind Zeal of yours, or Seriptureleſs Notion. 

It is probab&k I hbpe to none but Mr. Hells : And who but 
he would 166k upon what T-did as acted with blind Zeal, 'wher 
I did not rijn betvre”F-was (ene; mor fought occaſion, but wa 
invited**h witd;' and then how could: I: do oat - of 
reſpeQ? to'thy- Office," as a Miniſter of - Jefus: Chrift 2, E war 
not with deſign to make a Proſelyte Ig Wells hinis, p. #6 
ſaying, "You contd mot! proſelyre bim) yet if Mr. Wellſs-Brienids rh 
not been with hit preſencly- after mez 'tis:-probable;{my;! Adyic 
mighthave Udne” tore govd'; but now (iris inmaain 4K 
for if I'di8, bit any goody ivfzems chey quicklyzaarrd ie<ing:;; 

If that 'Salve of Spvinklmg in bit Infancy were applied ta bim far, 
Spiritual Sore, it might wery well diffrat him. , (ie ndolegy 

Whar if it were not applied ? then here-is juſt nathing ſaid 
a Reply to no. purpoſs. Bur what a dreadful conſequegace dot 
My Wells draw from thence (ſuppaling- it: were! ſo) then 146 19g 
wry wall diffraF him A dreadful Refledtion' indeed |: a egrribbh 
Charge againſt 'Infant Baptilm+-Forvmy (part, I refleted -pE 
ly upon the unadviſed Carriage'of ſome Baptiſts, and their; rall 
Zeal to promote their Opinion , and to make Profelytes ; - 
indire&t and evil Pra&ices ; their bold and bitter Speeches ; þ 
I ſhould have been aſhamed t&havk branded their Dodrine th 
Where Mr. Wells's Moderation is I know not; it doth not ap 
pear in his Reply. But I hope he doth not mean a perfet D 
ſtration, but only a little hurry of mind, and that his-ne 
Words are exegetical, and leſfen the Senfe, as it follows, and be 
ſaffer a little by ſuch inconſiderate and blind Zeal ; Let ic & 
ſo taken, even in che beſt Senſe ; for the other is very foul*a 


3. 


c NPY 0104 DK 2 ol 0) 9203+ £40 =—ucl 
—_ Ad Mb at 1 rhe Hor ld: mn ay be. {ure 40 know who, 0 mean, jou t 
: phat the nams Amabaptilts; a1 you fallely put-wpon tem, end jay, wh 
thy rachir choſe to call themſelves Baptiits, 


C32.) 
Mr. Jelis, how! did you read this ? Methinks you read 
writ : How could you ſay I repeated the Name 
s? 43> , did you miftake Atheiffs in the Lines before 


— 5? Foc] Never repeatod this Word : Read 4 
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MR 'ss wel wo ke I p- TE '® 
as as au as 
ul lo Baptized in Infancy , and chevis are _Anebop- 
ot and.che Narns. trly ages 10 yo which fignilies Re- 
Þaprizers/" 1 For | my ' part 1 { am not for. loag and. hard 
ents ie Tito ES Ez 
hope 5; butTju awn ; 
$4 » 4. ſee why it ſhould be a matter of Offence to. you to 
per pref nd 'cis of no great Moment ; bemerer I ah Goſs 
b c oully (Anabapeis and Bapcift ) noe deſign 
ba you by the Name (no nor any atherwiſe 
| © ſo to do, race Ch bs oy to. write 
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4 oft property ; wi ; which is according to common Speech, and as may 
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kr Would deſire thee to be ſo Candid, as to corredt the Faults 

& thou ttiaift find; and" nor-to-cenſarg- me 00 hardly for. the 

me; for cout not be preſenc ac the Ptets ; Sp I am £n(ible, 

What as 1 have ſuffered in this kind already omar 
2647708 all the Care and + T have 
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